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May Chapter Meeting 
 

ANNUAL PE/EI 
SOFTBALL GAME 

 

Friday, May 14th  
6:00 PM 

(Look inside for more details.) 
 

 

President's Message 
Walt Gilcher, PE  
President - Calusa Chapter 
 
Play Ball! 
 
It’s that time of year again. PE’s vs EI’s for softball bragging rights. Doing 
a little research, it appears that the EI’s lead the series 3-2 over the past 
five years. And for the second year in row, we’ve made it even easier for 
the EI’s by not scheduling the game during “EXAM WEEKEND”. So the 
EI’s should have no problems whipping their older brethren, although 
Kevin Higginson, PE has other thoughts. Come on out to Vineyards 
Park in North Naples on Friday, May 14th and enjoy an evening of family 
fun, a friendly softball game and fine dining. Gator Hammock will again 
provide the BBQ meal. See inside for details and RSVP info. 
 
We had a wonderful family turnout at our Panther Island Mitigation Bank 
Tour on April 23rd. Over 80 people ventured out into the semi-wilderness 
to learn about Panther Island. We learned a lot about the Panther Island 
endeavor, how it started, what the area was like more than 60 years ago, 
the planning, design and construction that has taken place to restore the 
wetland areas and what the future holds. The pure beauty of the scenery 
and the solitude of the locale were truly remarkable, particularly to the 
“city folk” like me. Tim Durham, PE and Desmond Duke provided the 
details and answered many questions from the attendees. Both kids and 
adults were fascinated by the sights on the “swamp buggy” tours including 
a lot of birds and a few alligators. Many commented that some of their 
clients and/or employers had purchased credits from the bank. We also 
enjoyed a “backwoods” BBQ of roast pig, swamp cabbage, gator tail and 
some other goodies. I overheard one mother tell her kids that the gator 
tail was Chicken McNuggets. I wonder if that worked, and if it did, did she 
“fess up” later. I feel as though I must apologize to some of you since the 
indoor facilities I mentioned in last month’s message consisted of a 
“portapotty”. But, the weather cooperated and, hopefully, everyone who 
came out enjoyed the evening. Many thanks to Tim and Desmond and the 
Panther Island staff for the hospitality, for hauling us around in the hay 
wagons and for making sure that none of us got lost in the woods or stuck 
in the “parking lot”.   
 
As mentioned last month, we will need a new chapter treasurer for the 
coming year and we are still seeking nominations from the membership. 
Self nomination is allowed. Please e-mail me or give me a call no later 
than May 10th if you have a nomination. Two of our members have 
already stepped up. We’ll present the ballot to the chapter membership 
after May 14th.  
 
As always, I’m looking forward to seeing many of you and your families at 
our softball BBQ event on the 14th.  Please plan on joining us. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

President 
Walter Gilcher, PE 
(239)985-1200 – Fax (239)985-1258 
waltgilcher@holemontes.com 

Vice President 
John English, PE 
(239)649-4040 – Fax (239)643-5716 
johnenglish@wilsonmiller.com  

Secretary 
David Romano, PE 
(239)985-1200 – Fax (239)985-1258 
davidromano@holemontes.com 

Treasurer 
Pat Jennings, PE 
(239)992-0711 – Fax (239)992-9223 
pjennings@bonitaspringsutilities.com 

Past President/Membership 
Kim Hoskins, PE 
(239)479-8712 – Fax (239)479-8341 
khoskins@leegov.com 

State Director 
Carl Barraco, PE 
(239)461-3170 – Fax (239)461-3169 
carl@barraco.net 

Regional Vice President 
Kevin Higginson, PE 
(239)221-2932 – Fax (239)221-2400 
khigginson@jpcfl.com 
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DEADLINE FOR CHAPTER OFFICER NOMINATIONS – MAY 10TH 

 

The Calusa Chapter is accepting nominations for chapter officers for 2004-05. Traditionally, this year’s officers move 
up to fill the positions of president, vice-president and secretary, maintaining a level of experience on the board. The 
treasurer position is open to the membership. Additionally, the board position of Public Relations Director is open for 
the upcoming year. The nominating committee has assembled the following list of candidates for 2004-05. The 
following are the nominees for the elected positions in our Chapter. Two or more candidates for any position will be 
determined by secret ballot at the May 14th meeting. 
 

Position Nominated Candidate  Nomination 
President John C. English, PE  N/A 
Vice President David R. Romano, PE   
Secretary Patrick C. Jennings, PE   
Treasurer OPEN   

 
Please forward your nominations to Walt Gilcher, PE before May 10th - Phone: (239)985-1200 - Fax: (239)985-1258 
- E-mail: waltgilcher@holemontes.com. 

 
GIVE BACK: GET BACK CAMPAIGN EXTENDED 

 

Three more months to earn your NSPE dues for FREE! NSPE has extended the deadline for the GIVE BACK: GET 
BACK membership campaign. You now have until June 30, 2004 to sponsor two new members and save $110 off 
your membership dues next year.  
 
Don’t forget, members who join after April 1st receive 50% off their membership dues for the 2003-2004 year. This is a 
$120 savings. Discounts are also available for recent college graduates. Membership applications are available 
online at www.fleng.org, from your local chapter officer or Kate Robinson with FES Headquarters, (850)224-7121. 

 
WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

 
For more information, feel free to visit our chapter website at www.fes-calusa.org. Also, be sure to visit www.fleng.org
often for continuously updated information. 
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May Calusa Chapter Meeting 
Annual FES Softball Game – PE’s vs. EI’s 
 
Friday, May 14th, 2004 
6:00PM – 8:30PM 
 

 
Vineyards Community Park Ballfield 

Take Immokalee Road (Exit 111, I-75) go ½ mile east to 
Oakes Boulevard then south to Vanderbilt Beach Road 

 
As Always, Spouses and Guests are Welcome 

to Cheer on Their Favorite “Team”! 
 

Gator Hammock will cater again this year with 
Ribs, Chicken, Baked Beans, Rolls and Sweet/Unsweet Tea. 

 
$15.00 per adult, $5.00 Children age 6 and up (Children under 6 – FREE) 

 

_____________________ YES, put me in coach!  
    (Name) 
 
No. of Guests___________ 
No. of Children__________ 

 
 

Remember to bring your glove and bat! 
 
 

Call (649-4040), fax (643-5716) or email your RSVP to John English, PE  
by 12 noon on May 13th (johnenglish@wilsonmiller.com). 
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Panther Island 

Mitigation Bank Tour
April 23, 2004 

 
ESPN2 BROADCAST FOR MATHCOUNTS 

 

The MATHCOUNTS Foundation is pleased to announce that, for the second year, ESPN will be producing an 
hour-long program on the MATHCOUNTS National Competition. This television program will air on ESPN2, June 
3rd at noon ET. 

Focused primarily on the drama of the Countdown Round, the program will highlight the energy and excitement of 
the Mathletes as they test their math and communication skills. Similar to last year, this is expected to be a 
compelling television program. Don't miss your chance to share in the magic of the 2004 MATHCOUNTS National 
Competition in your own home! 

The fact that ESPN is covering the National Competition speaks volumes about MATHCOUNTS and public 
awareness and interest in student achievement through all forms of competition. Don't hesitate to inform others of 
the ESPN2 broadcast and use this as an opportunity to generate additional volunteer and/or local sponsor 
support. Coaches will be informed of the broadcast and this exposure can also heighten student/school interest in 
MATHCOUNTS. 

 
 

Learning about Panther Island! 

 

Norm Trebilcock & Family: 
“Should we ride this thing?” 

 
 

Tim Durham, John English & 
Desmond Duke 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 
May 7th & 8th  2004 FES Leadership Conference ~ Boca Raton*  

Join your fellow members and embark on a new leadership experience. This year’s 
Leadership Conference is focusing on the vision of the Society. As a new leader 
you can help set the vision for the future. The conference will be held at the 
beautiful Boca Raton Resort & Club. 

May 8th   14th Annual EMI Scramble Golf Tournament 

May 14th   May Monthly Chapter Meeting ~ EI/PE Softball Game 

May 19 – 21st  Advanced Work Zone Traffic Control ~ Embassy Suites at USF, Tampa* 

May 20th   CEQ Committee Meeting, 1:00PM ~ PBS&J offices in Orlando, Miami,  
   Tallahassee & Tampa* 

May 21st  Site Development Permitting in Manatee County ~ Holiday Inn Riverfront* 

May 26 – 27th  FICE/FDOT Consultants’ Conference ~ Hyatt Regency, Orlando* 

June 1st  Region II Conference ~ University of Florida Hilton 

June 4th  Designing to Control Moisture & Mold in Florida’s Humid Climate ~       
   Hyatt Regency, Coral Gables* 

June 11 – 12th FES/FICE Leadership Institute ~ Adams Mark Hotel, Jacksonville* 

June 24th  Calusa Chapter Dinner Meeting ~ Fiddlesticks Country Club 

August 4th – 7th  FES 88th Annual Summer Conference & Expo ~ Palm Beach*  
This is the annual event you don’t want to miss. Each year FES members and their 
families come together for three days of networking, educational seminars, and a 
little fun at a beautiful resort. The Ritz-Carlton Palm Beach is the setting for this 
year’s spectacular event. Additional information will be available in the upcoming 
months. 

 
* For additional information on these events, visit www.fleng.org 

or contact FES Headquarters at (850)224-7121.  
 

Members are encouraged to contact John English, PE at (239)649-4040 or email: 
johnenglish@wilsonmiller.com to request additional information or to suggest a future program or event. 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
(Contact Us To Volunteer) 

 

How to Contact Us             Phone      FAX       E-Mail 
 

Scholarship 
Tommy Perry, PE  (863)983-9188  (863)983-9854  jpai@gate.net  

MathCOUNTS 
Roxanne Gause, PE (239)768-6600 (239)768-0409  rgause@ardaman.com  
Morgan Dickinson, PE (co-chair) (239)649-4040 (239)643-5716  morgandickinson@wilsonmiller.com 
Shona Gibson, EI (co-chair) (239)939-5490 (239)939-2523  sgibson@bankseng.com  

Public Relations        
Laurie Swanson, PE (239)649-1509 (239)649-7056  las@consult-rwa.com    
Ways and Means  
Dan Waters, PE (239)649-4040 (239)643-5716  danielwaters@wilsonmiller.com  

Awards 
Gary Drew, PE (239)768-6600 (239)768-0409  gdrew@ardaman.com  

Professional Development 
Pat Jennings, PE (239)992-0711 (239)992-9223  pjennings@bonitaspringsutilities.com  

 
Calusa Membership Report 

 

Members as of July 31, 2003 264 
New in Mar 0 
New Y.T.D. 20 
Members Lost (not transferred) 1 
Transfers In 1 
Transfers Out 1 
Reinstated After Aug 1, 2002 0 
Dropped for Unpaid Dues 0 
Members Resigned Y.T.D. 1 
Net Members 282 
Percentage Growth 6.82% 

 
BUSINESS CARD 

SPONSORSHIP RENEWALS 
 

Business card sponsorship renewals are now due. If you 
haven’t done so already, please send your check for 
$50.00 to Pat Jennings, PE, c/o Bonita Springs Utilities, 
PO Box 2368, Bonita Springs, FL 33959 to insure 
continuation of your business card in the chapter 
newsletter. Your sponsorship helps defray the expense of 
our chapter newsletter publication and mailing as well as 
other FES-Calusa Chapter sponsored activities including 
our college scholarship program, MATHCOUNTS and 
Engineer’s Week events. If your business card (see this 
newsletter) is out of date, i.e., phone number, address, 
zip code, logo, etc., make sure you send in a new card or 
camera ready artwork. We’ll gladly update it for you. 


