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President's Message                         
This newsletter marks the onset of spring and with that is the 
beginning of a new legislative session. This session brings 
House Bill 1089 and Senate Bill 1940 which seek to reduce 
the current limits of liability exposure for architects, engineers 
and contractors from 15 years to 10 years.  This will bring 
Florida in line with most other states. Florida legislatures are 
also promoting the 21st Century Technology, Research, 
and Scholarship Enhancement Act through House Bill 1237 
and Senate Bill 2084, which will help Florida increase our 
funding of math and science programs to keep our state a 
leader in technology and innovation. This effort coincides with 
the FES MathCounts program that allows students from 
around the state to compete for the title of Math Wizard. This 
event takes place in Orlando on March 31. The amount of 
Math talent, demonstrated by students who compete in this 
event is overwhelming and will hopefully continue to progress 
with support from our legislature. 
Spring also signifies the efforts of both FES and FDOT to 
bring engineers together at their annual conferences.  These 
conferences are great opportunities to meet with fellow 
engineers (and old college friends) from around the state, hear 
the latest design and construction issues that affect our 
professional activities and catch up with the most recent 
changes being implemented that affect all our lives. The 
recent FDOT Construction conference brought to light the 
reason for the incredible increase in construction costs over 
the past few years. This is something we all have seen and is 
reflected in everything from housing costs to transportation.  
The Florida Transportation Builders Association (FTBA) 
organized sessions for this year’s construction conference; the 
session included a panel made up of Contractors that 
presented the major reasons for increase in costs. These 
rising costs include, not only material costs but an increase in 
management costs that are a result of the changes 
implemented by FDOT for the Contractor Quality Control 
program or QC2000, a term most us have heard before. 
Rising costs continue to impact our daily lives by reducing the 
number of improvement projects for local roads and making 
housing prices so high that white collar workers are less likely 
to afford a home in our area. I want to close by quoting 
Sumner Redstone, CEO of Viacom/Blockbuster. "The 
information superhighway is a dirt road that won't be paved 
over until 2025."  

I just wonder how much it will cost by then…. 
David Romano, PE 
President – Calusa Chapter 
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Chapter News – March 2006 
 

WELCOME NEW CALUSA CHAPTER MEMBERS: 
 
Elvis Pemberton, EI; Morris-Depew Assoc.; Sponsor – Kevin Raymond, AS 
Robert P. Register, PE; Collier County Government; Sponsor – Robert W. Tipton, PE 
 
Please be sure to welcome them to the Florida Engineering Society and the chapter.  We encourage you 
to make contact with new members, invite them to the next chapter meeting, and in general make them 
feel welcome.   
 

 
Congratulations are In Order!!! 

 
 
On March 2, 2006 at the Calusa Chapter’s dinner meeting, the following Engineer awards were presented 
to our fellow Calusa Chapter members.  Congratulations to the recipients and thank you for your 
contributions to the Florida Engineering Society and the engineering profession. 
 

Engineer of the Year                                               Tom Conrecode, PE 
  
Young Engineer of the Year                                     Daniel Waters, PE 
  
Government Engineer of the Year                            Robert Rentz, PE 
                
Outstanding Service to the Engineering Profession       John Boldt, PE 

 

Reaching Out to Other Engineering Societies 
 
The Florida Engineers for Education (FEE) is looking for ideas and suggestions as to how to increase 
interest and activity in FEE.  The FEE has a breakfast meeting on Friday, July 28th, at the Breakers in 
Palm Beach in conjunction with the FES Annual Conference.  There are also some officer positions open 
within the FEE Practice Section.  Please contact John Weavil, FEE Chariperson at Jweavil1@aol.com or 
Kelly Harris-Jones at www.fleng.org for more information. 
 

 

mailto:Jweavil1@aol.com
http://www.fleng.org/
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

March 28th –30th  Florida Engineering Leadership Institute 
   Tallahassee, Florida 
 
March 30th- 31st  MATHCOUNTS 2006 State Competition 
   Ivanhoe Plaza Hotel, Orlando 

 
April 6th -7th  2006 Geotechnical and Materials Engineers Conference 
   Hilton Orlando/Altamonte Springs 
 
April 20TH   Calusa Chapter Dinner Meeting: Delta Engineers Presentation 
   Location To Be Determined 

 
 

* For additional information on these events, visit www.fleng.org 
or contact FES Headquarters at (850)224-7121.  

 
Members are encouraged to contact Adolfo Gonzalez, PE at (239) 649-4040 or email:  

adolfogonzalez@wilsonmiller.com to request additional information 
or to suggest a future program or event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling All Volunteers! 
 

MATHCOUNTS State Competition is coming to Orlando, Florida on March 30-31, 2006 and volunteers are 
needed. If you are able or you know someone that may be able to assist in volunteering, please contact Julie 
Draper at Julie@fleng.org or by telephone at 800-277-0086.   

MATHCOUNTS is an awarding experience and one that many volunteers come back to year after year.  Not 
only will you be involved in an awarding event, but you will get a free t-shirt and a complimentary Orlando 
MAGIC game ticket. 

Any amount of time you could donate is greatly appreciated! 

-3-  

http://www.fleng.org/seminars.cfm
mailto: adolfogonzalez@wilsonmiller.com
mailto: adolfogonzalez@wilsonmiller.com


Calusa Chapter Newsletter
 

              March 2006

 

          
 
  
 

-4- 

 

 

 

 
 

DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
(Contact Us To Volunteer) 

 
 

How to Contact Us             Phone      FAX       E-Mail 
 

Director - Professional Development 
Matt Jones, EI (239)461-3170 (239)461-3169  MattJ@barraco.net 

Director - Public Relations         
Walt Gilcher, PE (239)985-1200 (239)985-1258        waltgilcher@holemontes.com 

Director - Ways and Means  
Dan Waters, PE (239)649-4040 (239)643-5716  danielwaters@wilsonmiller.com 

MathCOUNTS Committee 
Elizabeth Fountain, PE (239)939-1020 (239)939-3412  elizabethfountain@wilsonmiller.com 
Rebecca King, EI  (239)649-4040 (239)643-5716     rebeccaking@wilsonmiller.com   

Scholarship Committee 
Tommy Perry, PE (863)983-9188 (863)983-9854  tperry@johnsonprewitt.com  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

BUSINESS CARD SPONSORSHIP  
 

If you haven’t done so already, please add your business card to our newsletter sponsorships for the
remainder of the year. For further information regarding adding your business card to our newsletter, please
contact Elizabeth Fountain, PE. Your sponsorship helps defray the cost of newsletter production and mailing.
  

mailto:waltgilcher@holemontes.com
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